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Message from the Board 
A frequent question in regard to herbicide treatment of 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) is whether native aquatic 
plants are affected.  Here is a copy of a report from the 
DNR. 
 
Following a 2017 DNR Point Intercept (PI ) survey:   
 
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/water/lak
es/aquatic_veg_reports/big-marine_82005200.pdf 
 

Results of so-called Point Intercept surveys by the DNR 
vary from year to year since some of the native species are 
rare and might get missed since the points tested are 150 
feet apart.  There are also many native plants near the 
shore that may not be consistently counted (they count 
submersed plants and in August, the ones near shore may 
not be submersed at that time) .   About five years ago the 
DNR surveyor noticed a long line of plants very near shore 
mixed in with the cat tails for about 800 feet along the 
southwest end of the east bay.  They have a stem of 
purple flowers that rise about one foot above the water 
and broad arrow shaped leaves.  They might be called 
Arrow Root.  The DNR person was amazed to see so many 
since they are somewhat rare and highly prized in back 
yard water gardens.  He said that if someone is caught 
pulling them up, there is a large fine.    
Here are the historical results for submersed species 
including EWM from the 2017 report: 
2010  19 (Eighteen natives plus EWM) 
2015  26   
2016  35 
2017  29 
 
The trend in Big Marine Lake has been more natives as the 
EWM and Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP) have been 
killed.   CLP was treated only once in about 2015.  
Treatment of CLP was  planned to be repeated for about 
three years in a row, but was not because the first 
treatment worked so well. 

 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) 
BMLA survey teams were on the lake in early June.  They 
were not pleased to see a good deal of new EWM growth.  

 
The tentative treatment need appears to be 30 to 35 
acres as opposed to the forecast of 5 acres last fall.  Blue 
Water Science also completed a survey which verified this 
shocking finding.  As a result, we will be spending  $15000 
to $20000 more on treatment than initially anticipated for 
2021.  This displays not only the unpredictability of 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) but also the dire need for all 
lakeshore property owners and interested parties to assist 
financially.    
EWM continues to grow and spread under the ice, which 
was especially a problem in 2020 since BLM was not snow 
covered until late December.  That fact gave EWM a head 
start in the spring, a time in which time native aquatic 
vegetation is dormant.  Excellent December ice skating 
translated to a lot of fun for EWM also.  Mid-September to 
late December provided three months of EWM growth 
opportunity.  In addition, excessive boat traffic last 
summer could have been a factor in chopping up EWM 
and producing more loose rootlets. 
One BMLA survey team member was reminded by some 
heavy growth areas of a possible “lake legend” story from 
an acquaintance from another local lake having heavy 
EWM infestation.  A dog in a fishing boat appeared to 
think that the EWM on the water surface was solid ground 
and stepped out of the boat, attempting to walk on the 
EWM.  The dog became so ensnarled in the EWM that its 
master had to jump in to rescue his pet.  In turn, the 
master had a very difficult time because he could not 
swim through the EWM.  Luckily, he was wearing a life 
jacket.  The fact is that surface EWM can become very 
dense and is rooted to the lake bottom, making it a tough 
surface obstacle to navigate through.  Native vegetation 
can also form mats on the water surface.  These mats, 
though, are typically broken-off pieces not rooted to the 
lake bottom and will break up or move when encountered 
when wading, swimming, or encountered with an 
outboard or oar.   
 

Membership 
Please help keep Big Marine Lake the continuing jewel it 
is!  Join the BMLA!  Membership donations fund 
important AIS projects for our lake.  The more members 
we have, the stronger our voice and the more that can be  
 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/water/lakes/aquatic_veg_reports/big-marine_82005200.pdf
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accomplished.  Whether a BML lake resident or simply a 
user or supporter, you are welcome to join. 
The BMLA is a non-profit State of Minnesota 501c(3) 
organization.  Donations are tax-deductible for federal 
income taxes.  
Membership donations should be sent to the BMLA – 
12636 182nd St. N. Marine, MN 55047.  Thanks to  
everyone who has donated already for 2021.  But, many 
more donations are needed.  As was the case for 2020, the 
suggested minimum donation is $50.   
 ______________________________________ 

 
Our Neighbors 
Mark and Linda Marotzke have had the pleasure of living 
on BML for 22 years.  They  have been very active and 
helpful members of the BMLA Board since the beginning 
of the BMLA in 2009.  Both were instrumental in 
organizing, managing, and conducting all the garage sale 
fundraisers the BMLA has held at the Vet’s Camp.  In 
addition, Linda and Mark have spearheaded the Vintage 
Snowmobile events held for several years prior to the 
pandemic.  Thanks much to Linda and Mark! 
Mark and Linda very much enjoy life on BML.  They live in 
a small house all by itself on the north shore of the east 
bay and have a daughter and grandkids on the west side 
of the lake.  They also enjoy family time at their cabin 
where they hunt, snowmobile, and ride their dirt bikes.  A 
new activity is recently acquired e-bikes.  Watch for them 
as they ride the neighborhood roads. 

 

 
                                 Mark & Linda on BML 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
The purpose of the Big Marine Lake 
Association is to educate, inform, and 
unite BML lakeshore property owners, 
those with neighborhood private lake 
access rights, and other concerned 
parties in an effort to monitor, identify, 
control, and (if possible) eradicate 
problematic aquatic invasive species in 
the waters of the lake.    

BMLA WEBSITE 
Website:  BigMarine.org  

The website is a source for past newsletters, BMLA Board 

Meeting minutes, notes on AIS-related conferences, AIS 

descriptions, AIS news articles, and more.   

E-mail:  bigmarinelakeassociation@gmail.com 

Check out the website now for new entries from the 

Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Associates about water issues, 

wake boats,  watershed districts, and the importance of MLRA 

membership. 

 
BMLA Officers 
President                             Mike Blehert         763-544-3053 

   mblehert@q.com 

Vice President                     Rich Burton          612-817-4612 

                                                richardburtonmn@gmail.com 

Treasurer                             Paul Quayle         715-220-8131 

   pequayle@yahoo.com 

Survey Leader Main           Jeff Dahlberg        651-472-7884 

                                                jld1dahlberg@gmail.com 

Communications                Tony Vavoulis     651-336-9019 

                                                tony@ksarealestate.com 

Special Events                    Linda Marotzke    651-470-8111 

                                                mark@tapeyourwalls.com 

Survey Leader North           Peter Nora           651-433-2774 

   peter@pnproducts.com 

Survey Leader East             Al Lepinski          651-705-2947 

   alepinski@live.com 

Survey Team Main              Brad Bergo           651-433-2352 

   bonbigmarine@gmail.com 

Member at Large             Ken Larson          651-433-2699 

   vetscampmn@live.com 

Member at Large                 John Krueger        612-247-1755 

                                                johnk@kruegerlawfirm.com 

Special Events.                    Mark Marotzke    651-433-4560 

                                                mark@tapeyourwalls.com 

Survey Team East                Craig Johnson       763-221-1634 

                                                ginnycraigj@hotmail.com 

Member at Large                 Gary Olson            651-756-9344  

                                                sweetmartha@yahoo.com 

Events Assistance               Christy Hurley       651-470-9334 

    Hurleyfishchick@Yahoo.com . 

Member at Large                Mike White            651-433-3579 

   michaelwhite46@hotmail.com 

Member at Large                Tom Hinz               651-357-8595 

    thomashinz@yahoo.com 

Member at Large                 Dan Lee              651-433-4309  

   leedr@msn.com 

Member at Large              Renee Lee           651-433-4309 

   renee.lee@securian.com 

Special Projects               Shaun Collier       651-442-5845     

                                                 Smcollier773@gmail.com 

Members at Large.               Steve Collier           651-442-5845 

                   Srcollier773@gmail.com 

Welcome to pending new Board members!  

Survey Team North             Jeff Holker             612-868-8651    
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   jbholker@gmail.com     

Mailings Assistance      Josie Holker         612-868-8651 

    Jbholker@gmail.com 

   

 

   

  
 


